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Institutio compendiaria libris tribus Ethices et Jurisprudentite
Nahiralis prindpia continens? The publication of this book
he survived only two years \ just before the appearance of
an English translation of it (Foulis, Glasgow, 1747) he was
carried off by fever, closing a few months of warning weak-
ness, in 1747, at the age of fifty-two. His son, Francis
Hutcheson, a physician of repute, the sole heir of his name
and crown of a singularly happy married life, gathered
together the written materials of his lectures, and, arranging
them in three books, published them, under the title c Sys-
tem of Moral Philosophy,' in two quarto volumes, with a
biographical preface by Principal Leechman1. The book
did not appear till 1755; the delay being probably due to
the compendious nature and imperfect literary form of the
notes from which he had lectured, and the consequent
necessity imposed upon the editor, of filling them up by
reference to the reports taken down by his most assiduous
students. The volumes themselves contain internal evi-
dence of some such process of mixed fabrication; and
justify the following apology of Dugald Stewart for calling
Hutcheson's lectures ' eloquent? (Those,' he says, * who
have derived their knowledge of Dr. Hutcheson solely from
his publications may perhaps be inclined to dispute the
propriety of the epithet " eloquent," when applied to any

1 William Leechman, though educated at the University of Edinburgh
about 1723-8, had lived in Glasgow as private tutor to Mr Mure of
Caldwell, and attended Hutcheson's lectures and became his admirer
and filend about 1731-3. He was chosen parish minister at Beith in
1736, and must there have acquired, with the strict Presbyterians, the
repute of too latitudmanan a theology; for, when proposed in the
Senatus Academicus as a candidate for the Professorship of Divinity in
1744, a competitoi was strongly suppoited under ecclesiastical influence
by the orthodox party His election was carried only by the casting vote
of the president; and attempts were still made for some time, though over-
ruled at last, to set it aside as illegal. He had not the quick and effusive
genius which gave such a charm to the lectures of Hutcheson; but the
warmest friendship subsisted between^them, and their combined influ-
ence gave great strength to the school of rational and moderate theology,
which then held a precarious ascendency in the Scottish Universities.
The appointment of Leechman was amply vindicated by the range of
his learning, the dignity of his character, and the wisdom of his ad-
ministration.